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SPECIAL FEATURES

Babylon 5 scores new tune on DVD

Composer comes back seven years later to score again

imposer Christopher Franke has
retumed o the Babylon 5 TV
series to record new music for the
WD version of the cancelled series.
Although creating new music exclu-
sively for a DVD release is not new
H
Extended Edition of the Lovd of the

Rings rrilogy, and various musicians
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have composed new notes for menus
i other extras—Franke is possibly the
st 1o COMPOSE Mew MUSIC S&VEn years after |1I-
work on the production was seemingly completed.
For the Babylon 5: The Complete Fowrth Season
DV, being released by Wamer on Jan. 6, Franke,

WO COMPOsaa .Ili e MUSIC TOr e seres, Lfl.'.l'q'-.l

the “Mo Surrender, Mo Betreat Suite,” named for
the theme of the fourth season's shows.
“In many ways, it was almost like seeing an old

friend or returning to a familiar place after a long

B Franke

absence,” said Franke. “Musically, my
.15";'|n||_;:|. was similar to before but with
a '.L']il lllr W F".Ill.'”l." n.'l|. CC "'l\ S, SOMe-
thing familiar but fresh and new at the
same fime.”

“First, | spent quite a
bit of time revisiting
the entire fourth sea-
\nl‘l.“ -.|IL| E"I"illLl_'. 'u|'|-:-
also composed music
for CBS' The Elizaheth
Smart Story and is now
working ona TV
mowvie about Britney
.";]"\'.lr\. “] [ '”L'\_'li,'.]
the best musical ideas
and motifs from the
season and combined them into
what became a six-minute suire.”

The six-disc set also will contain the 10-minute

featurerte Celestial Soumds, abour the making of

the series’ music and with interviews with Franke.
“We thought it was a prear idea and something
that hasn't been di

we to my knowledee and added
value to the ser,” said Rosemary Markson, Wamner's
executive director of TV marketing. “We had a
continuing relationship with Christopher Franke,
and he was very excired to work with us on this.”
The DVD work is a first for Franke, who said, “It
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creation of this DVD.'m

ANIMATION

Animator, short in spirit of woods

Goal of Ghost Warrior DVD premiere is a series of films

DaniEL FRANKE

s abx ur as far froam |!-||||-.|1.'.|‘:._ L :.|||I.._ a8 a lormer
Disney computer animator can get
Just north of Fairbanks, Alaska, in a remote
cabin smaller than his old Disney cubicle,
v Albee is having his Walden's Pond
some of the inspiration of which is
o his DVD pre-

IMIENE anime progect,
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Produced by Albee
entirely on his 2GB PC,
the 22-minute Ghose
Warrior is meant to be an
introduction to an entire
series of CG films called
Kaze, “which is kind of
like Kung Fu, stretched
et into infinicy,” as
Albee describes it.

The shart will be
released exclusively to DVD in April by book
publisher Wordware Publishing, along with a
locumentary about the project produced by a

local Alaskan P |i'|l-.' i

deasting station.
" 5
Y bee hopes the project, which has a production
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B Ghest Warrior was made for $5,000 on a

1GB home computer.
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More than anything, though, he wants 1o con-
vince his fellow animarors, many of whom have
been laid off recently or soon will be, thar there's
'm-rL ] |'1' .1! W l'{ll"ia.ll.' 1|!ll.' AT \Ilhlll 1

“You don't have o play by the Hollywood rules
.Il'ul 1l.'|'|l.'-.|-.'l'.'.'[1 YOI STOMES 1IN u:.]x'r Ty et -.|I\I r||*-
ution,” Albee said,

Having bartled
for more than 2V
vears in Alaska
subzero tempera-
ture thar drop as
low as minus-34
degrees, Albee
seems o have
found the creative
- satisfaction he was
searching for.

“When | was at
|h\|'|-::'.. | [II!"L il
look at myself and where my life was heading,”
Albee said. “By any measure, | was a decent per-
som: | had a nice I b, a nice car and a nice house. |
had reached the pinnacle of everything I wanred
o do, but 1 still was u|'||1.:ppw_-.. This was something
| always wanted to try: living on my own ina

i "
"-'.Il-l” x.||*|r| with no running water. W

LIVE ACTION

First Look gives
big push for Leo

By DANIEL FRANKEL

oping to meet or exceed the DVD premiere

success of last years Gentdeman's Game-

which won best live action movie, best cine-
matography and best actor for Gary Sinise at the

2002 DVD Exclusive Awards—First Look Home

DVD premiere movie Leo will be ma
EO COMNSUMIErs.

Entertainment officials are developing whart they
call an ambitious promotional plan for their May
release of the Southem-ser drama Leo.

Starring Joseph Fiennes, Elisabeth Shue, Sam
Shepard, Dennis Hopper and Mary Stuan
Masterson and budgeted ar around 37 million, Leo
has a cast and production profile similar wo that of
Gentleman's Game.

“Ir will be difficulr to FeCoup all the money on
[Leo], so we feel we'll be best served by taking it
out direct to [DVD)] and using the money we
would have spent on a theatrical run to create an
event for the [DVDY release,” said Bill Bromiley,
senior VI of sales and distriburion,

Bromiley wouldn't disclose the planned promo
rional budger tor Leo but said First Look would
spend a “significant chunk” of it on consumer

P
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for its live action features (alchough it did foe
Gentlemam's Game).
First Look also plans o contribute penerously to

individual retailer promotions for the title. m
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